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COVER STORY

THE FUTURE IS GREEN
Jon Chamberlain, UK Sales Director at Marshall-Tufflex, explains why using a minimum 
of 50 per cent recycled materials within the cable management sector is so important, 
and how wholesalers can provide an essential link in the chain of communication to 
ensure this message is part of a contractor’s thought process when purchasing product

P
urchasing decisions made at the 
wholesale counter are typically driven 
by a combination of four factors 
– what has been specified, what 
installers are familiar with, products 

that are at the right price point, and ultimately 
what is in stock on the day.

However,  here at Marshall-Tufflex we are now 
adding a fifth purchasing consideration for both 
counter staff and electrical contractors to take 
into account – the eco credentials of the PVC-U 
trunking solutions being purchased. 

The need to reduce our use of plastic, as well 
as increase and improve the level of regular 
recycling occurring is a topic that continues to 
dominate news headlines on a daily basis, not 
just on a personal level but also commercially 
– with a growing focus on both consumers and 
manufacturers to take action. However, as our 
industry begins to develop possible solutions 
to accommodate this, it is becoming apparent  
that real change will require buy in from 
everyone within the construction supply chain, 
including contractors. 

We are passionate that this conversation 
applies equally to our sector and have 
outlined a 10 year vision to see all PVC-U cable 
management products manufactured using 
recycled material by 2028. 

Confident to lead by example, we are proud 
that on average Marshall-Tufflex PVC-U cable 
management systems are manufactured from 
80 per cent recycled plastic with some – for 
example white Mini, Maxi and Conduit lengths – 
produced from 100 per cent recycled material. 
Although cable management forms only a small 
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leD lighting should be an easy sell for you, whether you are 
suggesting it to a customer for the first time or have spotted old 
and tired-looking first generation floodlights on their wall. We’re 

still in the honeymoon period after a glorious summer, when we 
believe that it might … just might … be just as good next year and 
we’ll all be spending lots of time outside again. no-one wants to do 
that in the glare of old-school prison-camp style floodlights.

Of course, justifying the expense of replacing anything involves 
offering customers some extra benefits – be it better functionality, 
better reliability, better looks, or all of these. Make sure you are ready 
to give them an on-the-spot offer the cannot refuse by doing your 
market research and having you own list of favourites to choose from. 
Bookmark them on your phone or tablet so you can show customers 
what you are thinking of as soon as you see an opportunity to add leD 
upgrade to a job. then you can tell them exactly what you propose to 
use and how it will be better for them and seal the deal.

helping professional installers to do just that is why timeguard 
created its leD Pro range. On the face of it a simple concept, it’s one 
that required a big investment in design and engineering to deliver. 
What it does is to provide installers with a choice of floodlights and 
switches to mix-and-match in the combination that fits a specific job. 
leD Pro initially launched with a choice of Pir and photocell switches 
and 10W, 20W, 30W and 50W wide beam leD floodlights in black 
or white. Feedback from wholesalers told us that installers were 
looking for more powerful floodlights so, this autumn we are 
adding 70W and 100W equivalents. all the floodlights can be used 
with a common to all leDPrO Pir or photocell unit or, to, to save 
money in bigger installations, as slaves.

Less time up the ladder…
Up a ladder installing outdoor lighting is probably not you favourite 
place to be, and the quicker the job’s done the better. hence our 
focus on genuine ease of installation. Fix the bracket to the wall, 
then carry up the floodlight, slot into the bracket (no need to fiddle 
around removing the fixing screws) connect using our big-terminal 

blocks, loop out to slave lights 
using the spare terminal 
provided if wanted or simply 
plug in the cable from the Pir 
or photocell.

rF remote
override option
adding a rF wireless remote options 
to a range has become 
essential; but add it too 
quickly and you risk getting a 
poor an unreliable result. So, 
it was only this year that we 
approved out our leDPro rF 
for release, having taken time 
to learn from the market’s 
early mistakes to get the 
design and the app right. rF 
functionality is built into the 
Pir switch, so you still get the full range of floodlights to choose from. 
You fit them, we’ll keep them at the quality and reliability forefront.

Integrating with indoor lighting
an ingenuous way of integrating the outdoor lighting into the 
home’s general indoor lighting comes as an extra benefit of 
timeguard’s rF option. a remote control fob can be wired into a 
standard wall switch plate, fitting neatly into a standard back box. 
Flicking the switch simply activates wirelessly the outdoor light.

Keeping it simple…
It’s not quite cold enough for the consumer rush to upgrade heating systems and controls, 

but it’s not too late to continue to capitalise on the glow of summer

timeguard LeD Pro range offers 
a choice of PIr or LeD switching 
and this year there are even 
more powerful floodlight sin 
the range, which now goes from 
10W to 100W

Big terminals and 
floodlights that 
simply slot on. 
Look for timeguard 
LeD Pro

Fix the bracket to the wall, then carry 

up the floodlight, slot into the bracket 

(no need to fiddle around removing the 

fixing screws) connect using our big-

terminal block...
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part of a new-build or refurbishment project, 
there is still millions of meters of PVC-U trunking 
being installed throughout buildings in the 
UK, and if 50 per cent of this was made from 
recycled plastic then the reduction in use of 
virgin PVC-U would be substantial. 

HOW CaN yOU HElp?
We have witnessed a number of wholesalers 
taking a committed interest in the use 
of recycled materials and it is not to be 
underestimated just how much we as 
manufacturers need their help to encourage 
contractors to commit to using systems with 
manufactured from recycled material – ideally 
a minimum of 50 per cent

Although Marshall-Tufflex has included 
recycled plastic in its products for over 20 years, 
it is only recently that it felt like the right time to 
talk about it. However, this means that there no 
change in product price and product quality 

is not compromised, thanks to the luxury of 
having decades of expertise and a finely tuned 
manufacturing process. 

Post-industrial waste from the fenestration 
industry is also stronger and more durable 
than extrusion grade virgin PVC-U – an added 
bonus that end-users can really benefit from.  
The reality is that nothing has changed in 
terms of quality, strength, colour, finish or price 
for Marshall-Tufflex customers but thousands of 
tonnes of waste plastic are now being diverted 
from landfill each year. In fact, we can proudly 
say that we save the equivalent of 300 double 
decker buses in weight of PVC-U going to landfill 
annually by using recycled PVC-U in 
our manufacturing.

To demonstrate our ongoing passion for our 
recycling credentials and to really drive change 
throughout our industry, we have produced a 
series of press adverts – a short film starring five 
members of staff – to highlight that what needs 

to be done, can be done. Many wholesalers 
will be familiar with one or more of them. The 
theme of the campaign, ‘A Window into Cable 
Management’, has a dual meaning. The PVC-U 
trunking products are made from 80 per cent 
top-grade recycled material, the majority of 
which comes from window manufacture and 
fabrication. But the campaign also provides 
an insight into an environmentally responsible 
manufacturing process and a philosophy which 
is at the heart of business. 

lEaDING THE Way
Marshall-Tufflex is, undoubtedly, leading the field 
in using recycled plastic in its PVC-U products, 
however it is important to note that the 
percentage of recycled content in each varies. 
As mentioned, Mini, Maxi and Conduit lengths 
are 100 per centrecycled, achievable as due to 
where they are installed, these products do not 
require a high gloss finish. Premium solutions, 
such as our all-curved Odyssey, require a high 
level of gloss which cannot be achieved with 
100 per cent recycled content. For wholesalers 
it’s crucial to look out for the asterisks on 
manufacturer documents and read the small 
print to understand the recycled content 
figures provided.

A main benefit to electrical contractors 
buying cable management with a high 
recycled content is differentiation; seasoned 
Marshall-Tufflex installers can inform clients of 
the additional advantage that its solutions offer. 
Contractors new to the manufacturer have the 
opportunity to provide a quality, easy to install 
product that also ticks the environmental box. 

Our environmental story has been evolving 
and enhancing for over 20 years. It is exciting 
for us to see the impact it is having both on the 
environment and on the industry as a whole, 
but to achieve our vision, we really do need for 
those within our sector to join the movement 
towards a more sustainable future.

For more info on Marshall-Tufflex’s extensive 
range of products, visit the web address below 
www.marshall-tufflex.com
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In fact, we can proudly say that we 

save the equivalent of 300 double 

decker buses in weight of PVC-U going 

to landfill annually by using recycled 

PVC-U in our manufacturing.
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